
January 8, 2023

Dear Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, and State Senators:

As organizations, advocates, and scholars who work and write on issues of reproductive and
gender justice, we are deeply troubled by the nomination of Justice Hector LaSalle to serve as
Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals.  At a moment when the federal courts have
gutted rights to reproductive autonomy, New York’s highest court should be a defender of New
Yorkers’ reproductive and gender freedoms, not an ally in their diminution.  Given his record,
which includes curtailing a New York Attorney General investigation into predatory crisis
pregnancy centers — a key weapon of the anti-abortion movement — we have grave concerns
for a Court of Appeals headed by Justice LaSalle.

We urge the New York Senate to reject his nomination and the Governor to nominate a jurist who
will safeguard the rights of New Yorkers.

Respectfully,

A Better Balance

Abortion Access Front

ACCESS REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

Ancient Song Doula Services

Advocates for Youth

Birth In Color RVA

BKForge

Bx (Re)Birth and Progress Collective

Capital Area Relief & Liberation

Center for Disability Rights

Center for Popular Democracy
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Center for Reproductive Rights Union

Close Rosie's

DOWNTOWN WOMEN FOR CHANGE

Elephant Circle

Girls for Gender Equity

Global Justice Center

Grandmothers for Reproductive Rights (GRR!)

If/When/How: Lawyering for Reproductive Justice

Indigenous Women Rising

Jane's Due Process

Just The Pill

Know Your IX

Medical Students for Choice

Narrative Nation/IRTH App

National Abortion Federation

National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum

National Latina Institute for Reproductive Justice

National Organization for Women

National Women's Health Network

National Women's Law Center
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NYC for Abortion Rights

Plan C

Pregnancy Justice

Physicians for a National Health Program - NY Metro Chapter

Physicians for Reproductive Health

Reproaction

Reproductive Health Access Project

Right By You

Sésé, Birthing Freedom

The Sex Workers Project of the Urban Justice Center

SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive Justice Collective

State Innovation Exchange (SiX)

Thank God for Abortion

Third Wave Fund

Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund

UltraViolet

URGE: Unite for Reproductive & Gender Equity

VOTEPROCHOICE

WESPAC Foundation, Inc.

Women's Law Project
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We Testify

Katherine Franke
James L. Dohr Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Melissa Murray
Frederick I. and Grace Stokes Professor of Law
New York University School of Law

Carol Sanger
Barbara Aronstein Black Professor of Law
Columbia Law School

Dana Bolger
Staff Attorney
A Better Balance: The Work & Family Legal Center

Emma Roth
Staff Attorney
Pregnancy Justice

Dana Sussman
Acting Executive Director
Pregnancy Justice

Alice Wang
Staff Attorney
Center for Reproductive Rights

Hillary Schneller
Senior Staff Attorney
Center for Reproductive Rights

Shayna Medley
Staff Attorney
Transgender Legal Defense and Education Fund
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Jared Trujillo
Adjunct Law Professor
CUNY School of Law

Yasmine Ergas
Director, Gender & Public Policy Specialization, SIPA
Columbia University

Patricia Dailey
Associate Professor, English and Comparative Literature
Columbia University

Paige West
Claire Tow Professor of Anthropology & Director, Center for the Study of Social Difference
Barnard College & Columbia University

Martha Howell
Miriam Champion Professor of History, Emerita
Columbia University

Christopher Baswell
Ann W Olin Professor of English
Barnard College

Amy Chazkel
Associate Professor of History
Columbia University

Sarah Haley
Associate Professor of Gender Studies and History
Columbia University

Deborah Paredez
Associate Professor of Writing and Ethnic Studies
Columbia University

Marianne Hirsch
William Peterfield Trent Professor Emerita
Columbia University
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Madeleine Zelin
Dean Lung Professor of Chinese Studies
Columbia University

Robert Y. Shapiro
Wallace S. Sayre Professor of Government, Department of Political Science and School of
International and Public Affairs
Columbia University

Graciela Montaldo
Professor
Columbia University

Andreas Huyssen
Villard Professor Emeritus of German and Comparative Literature
Columbia University

Claudia Breger
Villard Professor of German and Comparative Literature
Columbia University

Sarah E. Burns
Professor of Clinical Law
NYU Law

Shelly Silver
Professor, School of the Arts
Columbia University

Mana Kia
Associate Professor of Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies
Columbia University

Juno Salazar Parrenas
Assistant Professor of Sciences and Technology Studies and Feminist, Gender & Sexuality
Studies
Cornell University
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Hannah Chazin
Assistant Professor of Anthropology
Columbia University

Jessica Hardin
Assistant Professor
Rochester Institute of Technology

Priscilla J Smith
Clinical Lecturer in Law
Yale Law School

Sarah Wheeler
Adjunct Professor and Supervising Lawyer for NYU Law Reproductive Justice Clinic
NYU Law

Susan Sturm
George M. Jaffin Professor of Law & Social Responsibility
Columbia Law School

Rana Abdelhamid
Executive Director
Malikah

Jeff Mikkelson
Co-Founder
Hudson Valley Demands New York Health

Cathy Popkin
Jesse and George Siegel Professor Emerita in the Humanities
Columbia University

Bruce G. Trigg, MD
Addiction Medicine Physician
St. Ann's Corner of Harm Reduction, Bronx, NY

Michael Harris
Professor of Mathematics
Columbia University
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Gordon McClelland
President (Retired)
Carpenters Union Local 258

Kendall Thomas
Nash Professor of Law
Columbia University

David A Banks
Lecturer and Officer for Contingent Faculty
SUNY Albany, UUP

Jack Einstein
Union Representative
Union of Legal Workers for Trans Liberation, Transgender Legal Defense and Education Fund

Kirby Tyrrell
Robert M. Cover Clinical Teaching Fellow
Yale Law School

Lena Opper
Manager, Foundation Relations
Planned Parenthood Federation of America

Zoë Strother
Riggio Professor of African Art
Columbia University

William B. Jordan, MD, MPH
Clinical Assistant Professor
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Devi Patel
Director, Public Interest/Public Service Fellows Program
Columbia Law School

Gina Eichenbaum-Pikser, LM, CNM
Certified Nurse Midwife
Community Midwifery Care
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Linda Prine MD
Abortion Provider
Aid Access

Angela A Aidala
Research Scientist
Columbia University

Lauren Wranosky
Research and Programs Associate
Pregnancy Justice

(Individual signatories have signed on behalf of themselves, not necessarily their affiliated
institution/organization.)
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